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Résumé – De récentes données de présence de la Patelline des fleuves Ancylus fluviatilis en Israël sont ici 
présentées. La Patelline des fleuves est restreinte à cinq écoulements tous situés sur le Plateau de Golan. Ancylus 
fluviatilis est une espèce classée En danger en Israël car elle présente une aire de distribution limitée, et souffre de 
la destruction de ses habitats et de la pollution des eaux. 
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Abstract – The recent records of the River limpet Ancylus fluviatilis in Israel are enumerated. The River limpet is 
restricted to five streams which are all situated on the Golan Heights. Ancylus fluviatilis is classified as an 
endangered species in Israel because of its restricted range, reduction in annual rainfall, habitat destruction and 
severe local pollution of some of the streams. 
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Three limpet-like gastropods belonging to two 
different families have been reported from Israel: 
Acroloxus lacustris (Linnaeus 1758) (Acroloxidae), 
Ferrissia clessiniana (Jickeli 1882) and Ancylus 
fluviatilis Müller 1774 (Planorbidae) (Milstein, 
Mienis & Rittner 2012). 

Of these three Acroloxus lacustris has to be 
considered an extinct species (Mienis 2012b), 
having disappeared with the drainage of the Hula 
swamps and several coastal marshes in the middle of 
the 20th century. 

Ferrissia clessiniana has reestablished itself in 
Israel some 60 years ago and has now to be 
considered a successful colonizer (Mienis 2009). It 
had been present in the area during the Early and 
Middle Pleistocene of Gesher Benot Ya'aqov, but 
became extinct at a still undefined later stage 
(Mienis & Ashkenazi 2011). 

The River limpet Ancylus fluviatilis (Fig. 1) is a 
typical Palearctic species, showing in its south-
eastern range some isolated populations in 
mountainous regions in the Levant, the Arab 
Peninsula and Ethiopia (Wright 1963, Brown 1965, 
Brown & Wright 1980, Schütt 1982, Kinzelbach 
1986, Al-Safadi 1990, Neubert 1998).  

Kinzelbach (1986) rejected the record of A. 
fluviatilis from the former Hula swamps in 
Bodenheimer (1935) since Ancylus is never found 
adhered to the submerged parts of the stems of 
Cyperus, Phragmitis and Typha. Bodenheimer's 
specimens belonged almost certainly to Acroloxus 
lacustris and not to a Ferrissia species as suggested 
by Kinzelbach (1986).  

Eight years ago a preliminary list of records of 
A. fluviatilis in Israel has been published by Mienis 
(2004). Here we publish an amended list and a 
supplementary record of the River limpet in Israel. 
The following records arranged from North to South 
are known to us: 

■ Nahal Orvim: in 'Ein Hajal, leg. Ch. 
Dimentman, 9 July 1967; north of Kfar 'Ein 
Hajal, leg. Ch. Dimentman, 9 July 1967; near 
TAP-line, leg. Ch. Dimentman, 6 May 1971; 
near Wasit, leg. Ch. Dimentman, 6 February 
1972; in the stream, 07.03.1985. 

■ Nahal Zavitan: Station 23, leg. G. Herbst, 3 
March 1985. 

■ Nahal Yehudiyya: Station 13, leg. G. Herbst, 
3 March 1985. 

■ Nahal Daliyyot: Station 11 South, leg. H. 
Glazman, 20 August 1985. 
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■ Nahal Kanaf: Station 8, leg. R. Ortal, 18 
February 1985. 

All these streams are situated in the Northern and 
Central part of the Golan Heights, former Syrian 
territory, occupied by Israel since the Six Day War 
in 1967.  

The River limpet Ancylus fluviatilis has to be 
considered an endangered species in Israel (Mienis 
& Ortal 1994, Milstein et al. 2012) because of - its 
restricted range in streams on the Golan Heights; -
the fact that the Levant in general is suffering from a 
long term deficit in its rainfall; -returning flash-
floods which are moving around in a disastrous way 
the substrate (pebbles and other stones) on which 
Ancylus is living; -the occasional events of severe 
pollution of the streams. 

Moreover during two surveys of some of the 
streams on the Golan Heights carried out in 2011 
(Mienis 2012a) we did not find Ancylus fluviatilis. 
However we did not survey the exact stations from 
where the River limpet had been recorded in the 
past. 
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Figure 1 – Ancylus fluviatilis Müller, 1774 (Photography by Oz Rittner) 
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